



Dear Mr Price

Planning Application Response –Amended Application

Application No:
B/03/01085/OUT

Location:

Former HMS Ganges Site

Proposal

Erection of 325 residential units (including affordable housing and starter homes), local retail (Classes A1 – A3) and employment units (Classes B1a- c), museum (Class D1), public open space, access and internal roads.


Shotley Parish Council welcomes the reduction in housing density on this site but feels that its original concerns, expressed in the council’s letter of 28 September 2003 have not been met.   In particular the development retains the layout that belies the developer’s claims to have integrated the development into the village structure.


There are, in addition, three other points that arise from the amended application (again these may be more properly discussed under the residual matters application and, if this is the case, I apologise for bringing them up at this stage):

1.
It is not understood what is meant by the proposed “Community Centre”.   If this is a second village hall it is pointed out that this is not required.   Shotley already has a village hall and to produce a subsidiary one in Shotley Gate might lead to antagonism between the two portions of the community.   (An antagonism that Shotley Parish Council has worked hard to overcome.)   The Parish Council would prefer to see a facility catering for the young people of the village.

2. There is no indication in the new master plan that the recently completed Health Impact Assessment has been either considered or incorporated.

3.
Whilst the improvements to the B1456 are welcomed it is felt by the Parish Council that they are insufficient to support the increased traffic that the new development will generate. The council is not qualified to suggest extra measures, but it is believed that advice should be sought from Suffolk County Council Highways Division.
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